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Introduction

The purpose of the research is to study conditions
and changes of Muang Phitsanulok at the certain period.
Internal and external forces brought changes to the town
and its people. This study relies on the primary sources
in the National Library, including local sources. Interview-
ing local people is also added. The results are the
followings :

1. Ancient history of Phitsanulok from Sukhothai
to the Bangkok periods reveals that the town was
functioned as the guard of the kingdom because of its
strategic location. Due to historical fact as mentioned, the
fate of local people was not independent from the
central authority.

2. As the administrative unit organized by
Bangkok, Phitsanulok has been bureaucratic town since
the late nineteenth century. A small group of elites who
had dominated political life were government officials.
When they had retired, they entered the new democratic
body such as the town councils after the change of
government in Bangkok in 1932. Economic life of the inner
town was run by Chinese traders who had linked patron
- client relations with the officials. Local people were

engaged in agriculture, forestry, and fishing.



3. The revolution in 1932 had produced some
effects to the elites, but the second world war, another
external force, shook the life of the commons. The
Japanese army occupied Phitsanulok during the second
world war confirms its location as the strategic town and
the source of supplies. The war had revived the spirit of
fighting of local people as shown by their activities
contributed to the free-Thai movement.

4. The great fire broken out in 1957 was internal
force which brought changes to the town. Despite the
damage of land and properties was at high cost, it was
fixed in short time with the help from foreign fund. The
physical shape of the town was re-organized by the
construction of concrete, and some government buildings
were moved out of the inner areas. Like the war, the
damage of fire revived public spirit of local youngmen,
middle - classed origin, to serve local politic in order to
bring prosperity to their homeland. It was the new era of
local politic dominated by a group of non-government
official.

5. It can be said that new life of the town was
started by the introduction of the new national plan
stressing on the construction of roads and dams. Phitsa-
nulok, while relied on water ways and train, met the chance
to open itself to outer world with a faster way. The urban

growth of Phitsanulok goes along land line, not river line



as it did. Slowly but sure, local people have learned this
process of changes. Phitsanulok has entered the new
direction leading the track of becoming the center of the
Lower North of Thailand.
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